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Central Slavic Conference

KU hosted the annual Central Slavic
Conference on November 2-3, organized by
Professor William C. Fletcher, director of
SEES. The Slavic Department and its
Alumni were represented by the following
participants: Pu3kin panel (Chair:
Professor Gerald Mikkelson): Laura
Wilhelm “Style and Substance in Boris
Godunov”; Harley Wagler, “Puskin and
Caadaev: Poet and Philosopher”; Russian
Theater of the 19th-20th cc. (Chair:
Professor Maia Kipp): Jeanine Rodgers
“Pisemskij’s Bitter Fate,” Holly Stephens,
“Blok’s Autobiographical Doubles,” 19th c.
Literature and Art (Chair: Michael
Biggins) Professor Joseph L. Conrad,
“Cexov’s His Wife: Studies in Deception”;
Karen Bapst, “The Denial of Death:
Archetype in Prestuplenie i nakazanie”;
Historical Linguistics panel (Chair: Marc
L. Greenberg): Mark R. Lauersdorf “The
Balto-Slavic Question: A Discussion of
Issues,” Professor Marc L. Greenberg
“Stratifying Prekmurje: The Shifting
Alliances of a Slovene Dialect”; Nov. 3:
Panel on Politics and Language Change in
Eastern Europe (Chair: Professor Robert
Rankin): Professor William J. March
“Reflections of Politics in Language in
Croatia,” Professor Mila Sa%kovéi-Pierce
(PhD KU 1985; University of Nebraska,
Lincoln) “Sociolinguistic Variables in
Spoken Czech.” Also, Harley Wagler
chaired the panel on “The Emerging
Society in the USSR.”

Chairman’s Corner

The Department is enjoying a period of
significant enrichment. Joining our faculty
this year are Marc L. Greenberg and

KreSimir Brusar. Professor Greenberg (PhD
UCLA) is teaching a wide array of Slavic
linguistics courses. His present area of
research concerns issues in the reconstruction
of Central Common Slavic. Mr. Brusar is a
visiting Fulbright Lecturer, teaching
courses in Croatian/Serbian languages and
cultures. We are also pleased to announce
that William Comer will be joining our
faculty next year. Professor Comer (PhD
Berkeley) will direct our Russian language
pedagogy.

This year we have thirty-one enrolled
graduate students, twenty-four on campus,
with approximately two thirds receiving
fellowship or teaching assistantship
support. This is our largest graduate
enrollment ever. Moreover, this year we
have twenty-one declared senior
undergraduate majors, which is also our
largest number ever. We continue to
maintain active bilateral and Federally
funded exchange programs in the USSR and
Yugoslavia, and continue as a core school in
the CIEE Russian Language Program in
Leningrad.

As news elsewhere in this issue will
indicate, the academic year is replete with
visiting speakers, colloquia, Slavic Club
activities, and Area Studies activities.
Moreover, the Russian House is active, as is
our theatrical group and the newly revived
Russian Choral Ensemble. In short, our
program is lively and thriving.

The purpose of this chronicle is to keep
our readers apprised of the activities of the
Department, it alumni and friends. I take
this occasion to repeat the invitation to our
friends and alumni to keep us informed of
their activities and accomplishments.

Stephen ]. Parker, Chair

Faculty News

Professor Maria Carlson spent July 7-13
in Leningrad as Chairman of the CIEE
CRLP Methodology Commission, in which
capacity she made a site visit to the CIEE
USSR Leningrad programs. There she
observed KU students making progress at
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our new program at the Gornyj Institut, a
program that she initiated and developed.
During the fall semester she gave several
papers. On October 12, 1990 she delivered
“Ironic Legacy: The Moscow and Leningrad
Art Worlds, 1965-1990” at the Columbus
Museum of Art Symposium “The Russian
Front: Perspectives on the Currents Shaping
Contemporary Art,” held in conjunction
with the exhibit “Russian Painting
1965-1990: The Quest for Self Expression.”
She was honored with being the First-Day
Keynote Speaker at this symposium. A
week later she gave the paper “Rural Prose
and Russian Symbolism: Andrej Belyj's
Silver Dove” at the AAASS meeting in
Washington, D.C.  After serving as
discussant on a panel on Trancendentalism
in Modern Russian Art at the Conference on
the Avant Garde in Art in Los Angeles on
December 1, she gave the paper
“Conquering Chaos: The Theosophical
Subtext of Belyj’s Peterburg” at the
AATSEEL meeting in Chicago. All this
after spending a semester and summer off
completing a manuscript of the Russian
Theosophical movement (supported by an
NEH Grant): “No Religion Higher than
Truth’: The Theosophical Society in Russia
1875-1922" (350 pp.). Searching for the
Truth took her researching to Moscow,
Leningrad, London, Helsinki and Geneva.
Her paper “Aleksandr Blok and the Myth
of the Great National Poet” was published
in Indiana Slavic Studies 5 (1990).

Adding to his analyses of South Slavic
ritual healing charms, Professor Joseph L.
Conrad published “Slovene Oral
Incantations: Topics, Texts, and Rituals” in
Slovene Studies 12/1. In the same issue his
review of Fred Bahovec’s Ljubljanéan na
Aljaski appears—this is a book of memoirs
by a Slovene adventurer in the New World.
Reviews include Senderovich and Sendich,
Anton Chekhov Rediscovered: A Collection
of New Studies with a Comprehensive
Bibliography (Canadian-American Slavic
Studies 22 [1990]). He has a number of
articles and reviews in press—a sampling
includes: “Anton Chekhov’s View of the
Ainu and Giljak Minorities on Sakhalin”

(in Opera Slavica, a special collection of
papers read at the International Chekhov
Symposium in Badenweiler, Oct., 1985),
“South Slavic Terms for Conjurers and
Sorcerers” (in Festschrift for Rudolf
Filipovié, Zagreb University). He is back
charming his students after a sabbatical
(fall 1990) to work on his book on South
Slavic Folklore.

Prior to joining the KU faculty in
August 1990, Professor Marc L. Greenberg
spent a summer teaching Intensive
Beginning and Intermediate Slovene at the
Summer Workshop in Slavic and East
European Languages at Indiana University
with this wife, Marta (formerly a lecturer
in Slovene at Ljubljana University). He is
currently working chapters of the thesis
into a series of articles to be published in
the U.S. and Slovenia. Two of the papers
were given at conferences: “Stratifying
Prekmurje: The Shifting Alliances of a
Slovene Dialect” at the AAASS Central
Slavic Conference and “Circumflex
Advancement in Prekmurje, Kajkavian and
Slovene” at the AATSEEL meeting in
Chicago. His pre-publication criticism of a
dialect dictionary (V. Novak’s Dictionary
of OIld Literary Prekmurje Slovene)
appeared in Slavisticna revija; these are
remarks that he presented at a round-table
discussion at the Slovene Academy of Arts
and Sciences, Ljubljana, Sept. 1989. In the
same issue he reviewed the first Albanian
dictionary and grammar in Slovene.

Professor Maia Kipp presented a paper
at the Mid-America Theater Conference on
March 16. The conference was devoted to
“Issues of Power in Drama and Theater.”
Her paper will appear in Theater History
Studies. She is presently directing a play
in Russian (“®enomenst,” by Gorin) to
premiere at the end of the Spring semester.
The actors and assistant director are
students of 3rd year Russian. Professor
Kipp is also acting in a KU production of L.
Petrufevskaja’s “Cinzano and Smirnova’s
Birthday,” directed by E. Krejndlina of
GITIS (Moscow). The play will premiere at
the Inge Theater on April 17th.






